Road Safety – A Decade of Action

For Safer Roads and Safer Fleets
by Adrian Walsh,

Road Safety Consultant to the Global Transport Knowledge Partnership (gTKP)
Approximately 1.3 million people die each year on the world's roads, and between 20 and 50 million are injured. A new WHO report issued earlier this month predicts that road traffic injuries will rise to become the fifth leading cause of death by 2015
.  It shows that over 90% of the world’s fatalities on the roads occur in low-income and middle-income countries, which have only 48% of the world’s vehicles.

Despite many massive road building programmes and some examples of strong government leadership, the story from across the world shows that governments, road builders and motorists must work together to combat the world’s fastest growing public health emergency, with road crashes set to become the leading cause of disability and premature death
. 

The private sector too can make a difference. Commercial vehicles are estimated to account for 14 percent of all motor vehicles in use globally and in low and middle income countries upwards of 32 percent of vehicles in use. In developed economies, it is estimated that as many as one third of all deaths involve a driver who is at work.  The figure is thought to be substantially higher in developing economies.

The Global Transport Knowledge Partnership (gTKP)  - led by IRF - affirms that, for many people, the most dangerous thing they do while at work is drive on the public highway. gTKP is offering ‘Safe Fleet’ management advice based on examples from some leading commercial companies that are working to make their fleets safer. Such policies not only make roads safer but also make business sense – they can save an organisation money. 

gTKP has also been working with the UN Fleet Forum, which supports the leading humanitarian aid agencies to promote a major fleet safety programme based on sound business principles.  The global courier, TNT Express, is one company involved, based on its experience raising road safety standards in every one of the 200+ countries in which it operates. It is investing heavily to reduce the number of road crash fatalities and injuries in emerging markets such as Brazil, China, India and Eastern European nations. 

Summing up the company’s view, Health, Safety and Environmental manager, Kevin Warburton, says: “TNT Express does not focus on the financial impact of road traffic accidents. Its primary reason for enhanced road safety performance is the moral benefit to society. In addition, the company as a whole is already aware of the costs and business implications of accidents within an express delivery service.” 

Contractors too are also expected to meet similarly high standards - although this presents greater challenges in the developed world than in emerging markets. “Globally, contractor compliance is the single biggest issue we face,” explains Mr Warburton. “In the emerging markets, we tell contractors the safety standards we expect and if they don’t comply then they don’t get the work.”
As one of the largest health care companies in the world, Johnson & Johnson employs over 34.000 drivers.  The company believes that driving a vehicle on company business represents the highest risk work activity that its sales forces are engaged in.  Its global fleet safety program, SAFE Fleet Caring About People, was designed to reduce this risk and keep drivers and communities safe. Over ten years, the company has already seen a 38% reduction in crashes despite a 158% increase in its fleet during the past 12 years.

Balfour Beatty, the world-leader engineering, construction, services and investment business, considers road safety an essential part of its Corporate Social Responsibility – with the ‘Balfour Beatty Minimum Standards and Guidance on Managing Driver Risk’ an essential management tool. This is backed up by a Driver Risk Management Programme, as part of its overall ‘Zero Harm’ philosophy.

.

gTKP believes that governments too should promote policies that encourage companies to prepare their own road safety plans. The starting point should be an evaluation of road safety impacts on the company, including the burden of road collisions and injuries. A new ISO international standard for road safety management is under development; it will encourage a continual improvement in road safety work.  Also, within the European Union, a new programme to promote improved fleet safety: “Preventing Road Accidents and Injuries for the Safety of Employees” (PRAISE) has been launched
Tackling road safety at work in the next decade should be a top priority for the private sector and governments alike.
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�I seem to remember this date from somewhere, but it needs to be checked with Adrian. 


�Subject to Adrian’s advice and approval, we could consider cutting this sentence so that it ends with ‘public health emergency’. The latter part of the sentence may be repetitive given the WHO stats quoted in the previous para. 





