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Project Summary

The Pacific Highway in Mew South Wales (NSW) is a 700km intersiate freight corrder unping north from Sydney
fo the Queensland border, In NSW the highway carries between 2.9 million vehicles per year near Grafion to aver
12 million vehicles per year at Tweed Heads and Raymend Terrace, making it one of the most heawily used
interstate road comidars in Australia. The older undivided lengths of the highway comprise about two thirds of the -
route. The highway is substanfially overreprasented in terma of fatal and injury creshes. The 430km Prnces
" Highway runs south from Sydney fo the Victorian border is mostly a two-way undivided road.  Traffic volumes
change markedly along the length of the highwa;r from 45000 vehicles per day in the north fo 1,200 at the

southern end near the Victerian border,

A muli-disciplinary {safe-systems based) approach was used ko conduct safety reviews of each highway, rasutfing
In & two year $35 million infegrafed road engineering, behavioural and enforcement pregram for the Pacific
Highwey and $30 millian for a similar thrae yaar program on the Princes Highway. Key elements of the programs
Included shaulde.r widening, improved delineation, shoulder and median wire rope barriers, speed limit reviews,

extra police enfarcement, and education.

The pragram 1ol out resulted in drametic road sefety improvements: on the Pacific Highway fatalites dearaasfng.
fram 55 in 2003, the year the review began, to 25 in 2006 while injurfes dropped from 617 to 483 over the same
periad. On the Princes Highway fatalties dropped from 24 in 2004 the year the review began, to 4 in 2008 with
injuries decreasing from 324 to 284 over the same peniod. Benefit cost ratios for the works are esfimated to ba up
br1to 1.

The methodology has since become tha blusprint for subsequent route reviews, For example, the Newel
Highweay, which is 1,180kin long and runa narth { south fom Victoria bo the Queensland horder, is cumrently under

similar review,



